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The New Pittsburgh 
by 


JouHN J. Grove, Assisant Director 


UNIVER 
OF MICHIG 


JUL 30 1956 


Allegheny Conference on Community Developmentiprapy SCIENCE 


You will hardly recognize Pitts- 
burgh, even if you’ve been in The 
Steel Capital recently. Ground- 
breaking ceremonies, face-lifting, ex- 
pansion, modernization and new 
projects of all kinds are a normal 
part of everyday life in this bustling 
industrial metropolis that has made 
such a spectacular come-back in the 
last few years. 

Downtown Pittsburgh, the heart 
of the whole Tri-State area and its 
focal point of business, finance and 
retailing for more than 6,000,000 
people, has been substantially re- 
built. More than one-fourth of the 
Triangle has been redeveloped, al- 
tering dramatically the skyline of 
this city which grew great because 
of its rivers and raw materials. 

The “new look” in Pittsburgh is 
best expressed by the clear, sunny 
skies that have come with the high- 
ly effective smoke control program 
in effect throughout Allegheny 
County. Heavy, black smoke from 
thousands of industrial and house- 
hold chimneys which used to create 
a smog ceiling over the area, has 
been outlawed, and the remaining 
air pollution problems arising larg- 
ely from production of heavy goods 
are being boldly tackled. 

Total smoke reduction since 1946 
has amounted to over 88 percent, 
according to official figures compiled 
froom U. S. Weather Bureau _re- 
ports. More sunshine, cleaner liv- 
ing and better health are among the 
many benefits that Pittsburghers now 
enjoy as a result. 

Visitors to this picturesque river 
city, like the residents themselves, 
are always thrilled with the view of 
the Triangle from high atop Mt. 
Washington—a sight which smoke 
control has greatly enhanced. 


. LIBRARY 
The change at the Point where 


the Monongahela and Allegheny 
meet to form the Ohio is amazing. 
In this oldest section of Pittsburgh 
where historic Fort Pitt guarded the 
whole Ohio country in colonial 
days, the ancient buildings have 
been demolished and the whole 
sixty acre tract is being reshaped 
for modern, efficient usage. 

In the first 36 acres Point State 
Park is being developed. The Com- 
monwealth has already spent mil- 
lions of dollars to acquire the prop- 
erty, raze the old structures, grade 
and landscape the area, construct 
the promenade around the park, 
build the water frontbleachers and 
begin construction of the new, 
double-deck Fort Pitt bridge across 
the Monongahela. Within the next 
few years this bridge will be com- 
pleted along the new Fort Pitt Tun- 
nel under Mt. Washington. A 
double-deck span across the Alle- 
gheny, the Fort Duquesne bridge, 
and the Point Interchange will tie 
together the new highway and street 
connections in the point area. 

When Point Park is finished, it 
will be a national shrine, commem- 
orating Pittsburgh’s importance as 
the Gateway to the West and a cen- 
ter of recreational, cultural and his- 
toric interest for the people of West- 
ern Pennsylvania. 

Adjacent to the park is Gateway 
Center—the new business and com- 
mercial development built by the 
Equitable Life Assurance Society. 
Here are three gleaming stainless 
steel skyscrapers, housing some of 
the nation’s largest corporations, 
set in park-like surroundings. Near- 
ing completion, too, is the 16-story 
State Office Building, with its strik- 
ing aluminum panels of royal blue. 








Now under construction adjacent 
to this structure is the 12-story Bell 
Telephone Building, a headquar- 
ters for the Western operations of 
this vital enterprise. 

As the eye travels uptown, the im- 
posing Mellon-U. S. Steel building 
and the Alcoa skyscraper dominate 
the skyline. These buildings sym- 
bolize Pittsburgh’s industrial resur- 
gence, anchoring in this city the 
headquarters of the world’s great- 
est producer of steel and the world’s 
largest fabricator of aluminum. 

The skyscraper crowned with a 
pyramid is the home of the Gulf 
Oil Corporation and is the tallest 
building in Pennsylvania. The 
weather beacon flashes the latest 
weather reports for miles around. 

Looking up the Monongahela River 
from the observation deck atop Mt. 
Washington, the concrete abute- 
ments and structural steel for the 
downtown interchange of the Penn- 
Lincoln Parkway are clearly visible. 

This limited access highway, orig- 
inating about nine miles east of the 
Triange on routes 22 and 30, will 
carry traffic into and through Pitts- 
burgh. In the east this parkway 
provides a direct connection with 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike, and in 
the west with the Greater Pitts- 
burgh Airport. 

One of the world’s largest, this 
airport has made Pittsburgh a lead- 
ing airlines center. The $10,000,- 
000 terminal is a small city within 
itself, with 65 hotel rooms, a thea- 
ter, restaurants, and ships, stores 
and services of all kinds. 

Many visitors to Pittsburgh can 
hardly recognize yesterday’s land- 
marks, because the glistening clean 
exteriors give that look of a newly- 
finished building. In the Triangle 
alone, more than $2,000,000 has 
been spent in steam-cleaning office 
buildings, hotels and other struc- 
tures that had been grime-coated 
in the days before the smoke con- 
trol. 


The William Penn Hotel, head- 
quarters for the Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association convention, has 
been largely renovated, including a 
thorough face-washing and painting 
of the red brick exterior. One of 
the city’s first skyscrapers, the Henry 
W. Oliver Building, also has that 
fresh, new look as a result of an ex- 
pensive steam bath from top to 
bottom. 

Mellon Square is, of course, the 
crowning accomplishment in the 
Triangle’s major face-lifting. Made 
possible by a grant from three Mel- 
lon family foundations, Mellon 
Square is an ideal retreat from the 
bustling life of the big city. Among 
trees and shrubs and the seasonal 
flowers, this is just the spot to rest 
and relax for a few moments and 
enjoy the spectacular water show 
the fountains create. Nine elevated 
basins, the largest bronze castings 
ever made, form the _ fountain’s 
pools for the main pool. The body 
of the main pool has 17 water jets, 
erupting about 15 feet in the air. 

Below, Mellon Square Park is a 
six-level underground garage which 
will accommodate almost 900 cars. 
This unusual garage is one of the 
five facilities built and carried out 
under the program planned by the 
Pittsburgh Public Parking Authority 
and designated to provide more 
parking for the ever-increasing num- 
ber of automobiles. 

The four open-deck garages at 
strategic locations throughout the 
Triangle can handle over 3,000 
cars. In addition, of course, are 
many parking lots and several in- 
door structures operated privately. 

Pittsburgh is proud of its bold at- 
tack on the parking problem. 
Through the Parking Authority 
program, the number of off-street 
parking spaces in the Triangle has 
been increased by more than 45 per- 
cent since 1946. This accomplish- 
ment is even more impressive, con- 
sidering that many former parking 
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lots became the sites for new build- 
ings. 

There is much more than brick 
and mortar to Pittsburgh’s Renais- 
sance. 

The four colleges and universities 
located within the city limits have 
been contributing immeasurably to 
Pittsburgh’s growing reputation as a 
community with a rich and bound- 
less future. 

Chatham College, formerly Penn- 
sylvania College for Women, which 
was rechristened in 1955 in honor 
of William Pitt, Prime Minister of 
England for whom this city was 
named in 1758—has largely rebuilt 
its campus on lovely Woodland 
Road. During the past few years, 
Antonian Hall at Mount Mercy 
College, has added a new dimen- 
sion for instruction at this fine wo- 
man’s college. 

Duquesne University, high on 
The Bluff overlooking the Triangle, 
is enlarging its campus through the 
process of urban redevelopment and 
will embark upon a $12,000,000 ex- 
pansion program. A new women’s 
dormitory has already been con- 
structed, and the next building to 
rise will be a new School of Law 
and Business on the edge of the 
Triangle, easily accessible to the 
many part-time students who con- 
tinue their education in the even- 
ings after work. 

In Oakland both the University 
of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Institute 
of Technology are in the midst of 
expansion programs of far-reaching 
significance. 

Carnegie Tech has enlarged its 
plant immensely with the construc- 
tion of new academic buildings; 
Donner Hall, the aluminum-clad 
dormitory for men, and the acquisi- 
tion and renovation of Morewood 
Gardens, a women’s dormitory. 
Through a grant from the William 
Larimer and May T. Mellon Foun- 
dation, Carnegie instituted the na- 
tion’s first Graduate School of In- 


dustrial Administration and built a 
modern building to house the new 
School. 

At the University of Pittsburgh, 
the aim is to increase the institu- 
tion’s usefulness as a great regional 
center of higher education and 
achieve world stature as a leading 
university. The George Hubbard 
Clapp Science Hall across Fifth 
Avenue from the Cathedral of 
Learning and Heinz Chapel is the 
latest addition to the Gothic char- 
acter of Pitt’s Lower Campus. A 
new Engineering Building, which 
connects old Mellon Institute with 
Thaw Hall on O’Hara Street, has 
increased capacity and facilities of 
the University’s School of Engineer- 
ing and Mines and will enable this 
School to educate more engineering 
students and provide advance study 
in this profession. The shortage of 
engineers, especially in highly in- 
dustrialized communities like Pitts- 
burgh, is severe and estimates indi- 
cate that this sitaution will persist 
for a number of years. Both Car- 
negie Tech and Pitt are gearing 
their engineering programs to meet 
this increasing need for professional 
engineers. 

Through community-owned TV 
Station WQED, Pittsburgh has ac- 
cepted the challenge of educational 
television and is pioneering in this 
field. 

A bold experiment in education 
—direct teaching by television — 
is being conducted at the fifth grade 
level by WQED, through a grant 
from the Fund for the Advance- 
ment of Education. For the second 
consecutive summer, high school 
students who failed in one or more 
of their subjects, are given the op- 
portunity to make up the work 
through courses on the air, held 
every day from June 25 through 
August 6. Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh has participated on a 
number of projects and programs at 


WQED. 








As part of this community’s vig- 
orous renaissance, Carnegie Institute 
—Carnegie Museum, the Fine Arts 
Galleries, Music Hall and Carnegie 
Library at Pittsburgh—has entered a 
new era of development. A success- 
ful $3,250,000 fund-raising cam- 
paign is enabling this historic insti- 
tution to rehabilitate its plant and 
carry out other improvements that 
will enrich its usefulness to the 
community it has served so well for 
so many years.. 


You will want to visit its many 
museum galleries where the story 
of man is dramatically portrayed 
and the painting exhibits presented 
by the Department of Fine Arts. 


Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
has vastly undergone a change, too. 
A new Children’s Room in the 
main library building has been add- 
ed and a general renovation pro- 
gram undertaken. The year 1956 
marks the first steps toward a coun- 
ty-wide library system for Allegheny 
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County—a project that has been in 
the renaissance program from the 
start. 


The community development 
program in Pittsburgh and Alleg- 
heny County is being spearheaded 
by the Allegheny Conference on 
Community Development —a_pri- 
vate citizen’s organization concern- 
ed with the sound growth and 
healthy development of the whole 
Pittsburgh region. 


You will find convincing evidence 
of the physical change that has 
occurred here in the many new 
buildings, the highways, the airport 
and the parks and playgrounds that 
now make Pittsburgh a far more 
attractive place to live. This change 
is evident, moreover, in the new 
civic-pride and spirit which Pitts- 
burghers have for their community. 

Pittsburgh looks forward to your 
visit and extends its heartiest wel- 
come to the Pennsylvania Library 
Association. 
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Pennsylvania 
A SuaGcESTED List oF Books oF 1955 


Fiction is not included in this list as preferences vary and policies differ among 
librarians as to the number of titles which are added. In passing we might note the 
following as outstanding for the year: Ten North Frederick, by John O’Hara, The Virginia 
Exiles, by Elizabeth Gray Vining, No Country for Old Men, by Warren Eyster and Slander 
of Witches, by Richard Gehman. For the younger group Wilderness Boy, by Margery 
Evernden is recommended. These authors have all used Pennsylvania places or subjects 





as a central theme, around which they have created a story. 


The non-fiction list for the year covers a wide variety of interests, and all are 
valuable contributions to the popular subject of Pennsylvania. 


Alderfer, Harold F. 
American Government for Pennsylvania. 
1955. Penn Valley. Revised ed. 
Andrews, J. Cutler 
The North Reports the Civil War. 1955. 
University of Pittsburgh. 

Numerous Pennsylvania newspapers were 
consulted upon which the author based his 
study. 

Barker, Charles Albro 

Henry George. 1955. Oxford Press. 

A noted Philadelphia reformer studied 
and evaluated. 


Biddle, Cordelia Drexel 

My Philadelphia Father. 1955. Double- 
Day. 

An entertaining book of family life. A 
lively book to review for clubs or groups. 
Carmer, Carl 

The Susquehanna. 1955. Rinehart. 

A readable book in another rivers of 
America series. 

Chalfant, Ella 

A Goodly Heritage. 1955. 
of Pittsburgh. 

A study of early wills filed in Allegheny 
County which shows the social conditions 
and tangible wealth of the period. Of local 
interest but could furnish a pattern for 
other areas to follow. 

Cleland, Hugh 

George Washington in the Ohio Valley. 
1955. University of Pittsburgh. 

An important contribution to the early 
public career of the future leader of his 
country. 

Dickson, Harold E. 

Pennsylvania Painters. A catalog of an 
art exhibition held at Pennsylvania 
State University. 1955. 

A survey of contributions to art by noted 
painters, with handsome illustrations. 
Eckhart, G. H. 

Pennsylvania Clock and Clockmakers. 

1955. Devin. 

A fine contribution to the study of a 
subject, which is useful for antique dealers 
as well as owners of ancient time pieces. 


University 


Fletcher, Stevenson W. 

Pennsylvania Agriculture and Country 
Life. 1840-1940. 1955. Pennsylvania 
Historical Commission. 

Part 2 of an excellent study which is 

both readable and valuable for facts and 
statistics 


Garber, Lee O. 

The Law and the Teacher in Pennsyl- 
vania. 1955. University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

A handbook of value to school boards, 

school administrators as well as teachers. 


Hamlin, Talbot 

Benjamin Henry Latrobe. 1955. Ox- 

ford Press. 

An outstanding biography of an early 
architect who designed homes for Phila- 
delphia, the Arsenal in Pittsburgh and con- 
tributed to the design of the first steam- 
boat on western waters at Pittsburgh. 


Katzenstein, Caroline 
Lifting the Curtain. 1955. Dorrance. 
A study of the woman suffrage move- 
ment in Pennsylvania. 


Korngold, Ralph 
Thaddeus Stevens. 1955. Harcourt. 
Another biography on an interesting but 
controversial figure, prominent in Civil 
War period. 


Lewis, Arthur H. 
The Aaronsburg Story. 1955. Vanguard. 
A small town in Centre County is cited 
as the background, for an example of faith 
and tolerance. 


Marsh, Philip M. 
Philip Freneau, his Prose. 1955. New 
Brunswick. 

The well known and first American poet, 
receives recognition in this study of his 
contributions as an editor. 

Mayer-Oakes, William J. 
Prehistory of the Upper Ohio Valley, 
1955. Carnegie Museum. Pittsburgh. 

An archeological study reported upon, 
after a field study. Gives the results of the 
findings. 








Pennsylvania. Public Instruction Depart- 
ment. 1955. Bulletin No. 219. 

Facts About Pennsylvania for Young 
Citizens. 

Tinkcom, Harry M. and Margaret B. 

Historic Germantown. 1955. American 

Philosophical Society. 

An excellent contribution to one of the 
famous towns of character and distinction. 
Well illustrated. 

Wells, Helen 
Adam Gimbel, Pioneer Trader. 1955. 
McKay Co. 

More of a story than a biography. Re- 
lates the beginning of the business venture 
of the prominent merchant family. 


Other valuable sources for articles, pam- 
phlets or brochures on the state are the 
Pennsylvania Historical Commission, the 
Pennsylvania German Folk-Lore Society, 
the Pennsylvania Federation of Junior His- 
torians, the Joint State Government Com- 
missions, the Session Laws of 1955 and the 
colleges for scientific and technical publi- 
cations. The American Heritage, a hand- 
some magazine published twice a month 
in New York, contains at intervals articles 
on the state, which are valuable for stu- 
dent use. 


Rose Demorest, Librarian 
Pennsylvania Room 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 


Pennsylvania Library Association 
TREASURER’S REPORT APRIL 15, 1956 


Balance 


RECEIPTS 
Membership 
Subscriptions 
Advertising 
Exhibits 


Trustees dues 
Total 


DISBURSEMENTS 
Telephone 
Postage, Printing 
Bulletin 
Executive Board 
President’s Expense 
Scholarship — Drexel 
Library Development 
County Section 
Trustees dues 


Miscellaneous (Treas. Bond, $25; Lawyer, $20) 


Directory 


Total Disbursements 


Balance April 15, 1956 


U. S. Bond 
Savings Account 


Total 


$4,973.43 


$2,045.50 
5.00 
197.50 
342.00 
13.00 2,603.00 


$7,576.43 





7.63 
208.19 
238.64 

16.94 
38.88 
500.00 
157.52 
75.00 


13.00 
45.00 
23.59 
1,324.39 
$6,252.04 
720.00 
2,000.00 


$8,972.04 
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HOW TO PLAY 
A WINNER 


Back in school you won your 
tick-tack-toe by being alert and by 
planning your moves well. The same 
holds true today in library planning 
—you have to consider many things. 
Quality is most important; your 
library deserves the best in quality 
and styling. You want the best “looks” 
and the best performance, function- 
ally. Planning and engineering 
service should be part of the service 
you get. And the furniture should 
last and last. All this, of course, adds 
up to New Life library furniture. 


LIBRARY FURNITURE BY SJOSTROM OF PHILADELPHIA 


in Pennsylvania: 


Cc. M. EICHENLAUB CO. 





Since 1900 


IN PHILADELPHIA © ARCHITECTS BUILDING @ Rittenhouse 6-9332 
IN PITTSBURGH ¢ EMPIRE BUILDING @ ATlantic 1-8395 


Church and School Furniture and Equipment 








Pennsylvania Library Association Conference 


WILLIAM PENN HotTEL, PiTTsBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
Octoser 4, 5, 6, 1956 


Librarians in the Pittsburgh area are working to make the annual con- 
ference of the Pennsylvania Library Association a happy and rewarding 
experience for all of the librarians of the state who attend. The theme 
““A Renaissance for Pennsylvania Libraries” was suggested not only by the 
conference site but also by the vigorous and promising activities of the 
Library Development Committee of the Association. The programs are 
not all complete, but a schedule is given here so that you can begin to plan 
for this important weekend. 

WEDNESDAY — OCTOBER 3 
8:30 LipRARY DEVELOPMENT CoMMITTEE—Open Meeting 
The progress report and recommendations on goals will be 
presented to the membership. 
THURSDAY — OCTOBER 4 
10:00 ExecuTIvE BoarD 
1:30-4:00 Pus ic Lipraries 
Speaker: S. Janice Kee, Executive Secretary of the Public 
Library Division of the American Library Association 
8:30 GENERAL SESSION 
Speaker to be announced 
FRIDAY — OCTOBER 5 
8:30 CouNTY LiprariANns’ SECTION 
Breakfast and business meeting 
9:00 S. O. R. T. Meeting 
Panel discussion: A Look at Staff Organizations 


9:00 CHILDREN’S, YOUNG PEOPLE’s, AND SCHOOL LIBRARIANS SEC- 
TION 
Business meeting 

10:00 GENERAL SESSION 
Pennsylvania Library Association — Business meeting 

12:30 COLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION 


Luncheon (Host: University of Pittsburgh Library) 
Speakers: Ralph M. Dunbar, Chief, Service to Libraries of 
the U. S. Office of Education, and Dr. Willard O. Mishoff, 
Specialist for College and Research Libraries 
Tri-State ACRL 

7:00 BANQUET 
Speaker: Dr. Houston Peterson, Professor of Philosophy, 
Rutgers University, well known lecturer and author. 


SATURDAY — OCTOBER 6 


8:00 P. S. E. A. Scrioot Liprarians Rounp TABLE — Breakfast 
8:30 Pustic Liprary SECTION 
Breakfast and business meeting — book selection discussion 
8:30 CoLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION 
Breakfast and business meeting 
10:00 P. S. E. A. Scuoor Liprarians Rounp TABLE 
Program meeting 
10:00 FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY AND TRUSTEES SECTION 


Joint meeting 
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10:00 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES PROGRAM MEETING 


1:00 CHILDREN’S, YOUNG PEOPLE’s, AND SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
Panel and Group Discussion on Children’s Books and Read- 
ing — Mrs. Carolyn Field, Moderator 
Luncheon and program meeting 
1:00 FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY AND TRUSTEES SECTION 
Luncheon and program meeting 


Pittsburgh Hotels 


Headquarters and all meetings are to be at the William Penn Hotel. 


The other hotels listed are within walking distance. 


Please apply directly 


to the hotel of your choice for reservation. 


Single 
Sherwyn $6.00—10.50 
Roosevelt 6.00— 9.00 
Pittsburgher 6.00— 7.50 
William Penn 7.50—10.50 


Double Twin-beds 
$9.00—13.00 $11.75—14.00 
9.00—11.50 11.50—12.50 
7.50— 9.50 11.00—11.50 


10.50—13.50 13.00—19.00 


The William Penn has many twin-bed rooms at $13.00 to $15.00. An 


early reservation is urged to secure one of these less expensive rooms. 


Specify the rate desired. 


Executive Board Meeting 


At the regular spring meeting in 
the Harrisburg Public Library on 
April 23, 1956, the Conference Site 
Committee reported that several 
locations had been considered for 
the 1957 annual conference. Upon 
the recommendation of the com- 
mittee the board approved the Bed- 
ford Springs location, October 10- 
12, 1957. 

Several comments were made re- 
garding an eastern site for 1958. The 
president then read a letter from 
the Ohio Library Association rec- 
ommending a regional meeting of 
the Pennsylvania, Ohio and West 
Virginia Library Associations in 
Pittsburgh in the fall of 1958. The 
possibility of an Eastern Regional 
meeting was raised, with the ALA 
meeting in California that year. The 
president was requested to secure 
additional information on the possi- 
bilities before any final decision is 
made. 

The chairman of the auditing 
committee reported that the Treas- 
urer’s books had been audited and 


found in order. The committee 
recommended, and the board ap- 
proved, the rental of a safety de- 
posit box for the safe keeping of 
the Association’s savings books and 
bonds. 

Pending an investigation regard- 
ing the Association’s standing as a 
non-profit organization supporting 
lobbying activities, the Board voted 
approval on a motion to contribute 
$100.00 to the ALA Washington 
Office. 

As of April 15, 1956 the mem- 
bership committee has a record of 
976 members of PLA, including 124 
trustees. 

The 1956-57 PLA Scholarship 
was named in honor of Dr. Marie 
Hamilton Low, former dean of li- 
brary science at Drexel Institute of 
Technology. 

The special committee of the As- 
sociation, working for the appoint- 
ment of a qualified State Librarian, 
has continued to cooperate with the 
state officials and presented an en- 
couraging report. 
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New Children’s Library for York 


The new Children’s Library Wing 
of the Martin Memorial Library is 
now under construction 


and it is 
expected it will be ready for occu- 
pancy about the first of October 
when a Dedication Ceremony will 


be held. 


This beautiful building is a me- 
morial to John E. Baker, first presi- 
dent of the Martin Library Associa- 
tion, and is being given by his son 
and daughter, Salome Baker Stauf- 
fer and William H. Baker, at a cost 
of over $200,000. The outside brick 
matches the present building and 
the style is harmonious but 
identical. 


not 


The Children’s Library is on the 
street floor and is 50 feet by 60 feet 
in size, with a beautiful bow win- 
dow opposite the front door. Just 
in front of this window will be a 
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9-foot oval pool with a low marble 
seat around it, and a _ beautiful 
bronze statue of The Turtle Baby 
by Edith B. Parsons in the center. 
This window and fountain will be 
the focal point of the room. In the 
yard beyond the large window will 
be a backdrop of green shrubbery. 


The interior will be of maple in 
a warm light finish and the walls 
and rubber tile flooring will be ap- 
proximately the same color. This 
color will help to give the room a 
calm and quiet atmosphere. The 
wooden book-stacks are low so that 
there will always be a clear view 
of the entire room making it easy to 
supervise. 


One special feature of the plans 
is the dropped floor behind the 
charging desk, making it the proper 
height for adult workers. This will 
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be of great importance to the 
Staff administering the department. 
There are at present two full time 
staff members in the children’s de- 
partment. When the building is 
opened another person will be add- 
ed to the staff. 


The second floor is an Art and 
Music Library with listening rooms 
for records and a small gallery made 
especially for art exhibitions. This 
gallery can also be used for various 
meetings, such as Great Books, study 
classes and discussion groups, and 
will be equally available for pup- 
pet shows, story hours and music 
concerts. 


The basement of this new wing 
will be the headquarters for an ex- 
tension program as soon as this ser- 
vice can be arranged. A _ second 
hand panel bookmobile has recent- 
ly been acquired and it is planned 
to use this to demonstrate exten- 
sion services in various locations, 
with the hope that public opinion in 
favor of a full scale bookmobile 
program can be built up. 


In this year that marked the 20th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Martin Library it is gratifying to 
report that a whole new wing is 
necessary .to properly house the 
growing library service to York and 
York County, and York is pardon- 
ably proud of this progress. 
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Harriet Root Retiring 


Miss Harriet T. Root, for the past 
33 years Head of the Bethlehem 
Public Library, will retire in July 
after nearly forty years in library 
work. As a past president and for 
six years treasurer of Pennsylvania 
Library Association, she is a familiar 
figure at State meetings. 

An alumna of Wisconsin Uni- 
versity Library School, Miss Root 
received her early experience at 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. In 
1921 she joined the Indiana Library 
Commission and helped to organize 
libraries throughout that state. After 
a brief time at the library at Kutz- 
town State Teachers College, she 
went to Bethlehem in 1923 as the 
first trained librarian of Bethlehem 
Public Library. There, in one of 
Pennsylvania’s liveliest industrial 
cities, she immediately entered into 
a vigorous campaign to try to secure 
tax-support for a library that was 
financially crippled and threatened 
with extinction. Miss Root and her 
co-workers held meetings, made 
speeches, distributed pamphlets, and 
finally won. The city voted tax- 
support for the Library. This vic- 
tory was crowned by the gift of a 
building to house the library from 
the Bethlehem Steel Company. 

This was only the beginning. A 
fine city library was soon operating 
with several small school branches. 
A circulation of 106 thousand in 
1923, rose to 439 thousand in about 
nine years’ time. The small school 
branches combined in 1930 in a 
South Side Branch Library with a 
modern new building of its own. A 
Schools Collection begun in 1926 
was expanded yearly, and has al- 
ways been used extensively by the 
schools in outlying districts of the 
county too far from the city libraries 
to be served directly by them. 


Miss Root’s important share in 
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civic affairs throughout her years in 
Bethlehem attests to her keen in- 
terest in the problems of her adopt- 
ed city. As in her library occupa- 
tions, she brought to these civic 
services all the vigor and enthusiasm 
which are so characteristic of her 
small but dynamic person. She be- 
came a director of Community 
Chest and served as “captain” and 
later “major” of the Chest’s fund- 
raising campaigns. She was active 
in fund-raising campaigns for the 
YWCA, and served as president 
and board member of that organiza- 
tion. She has been president of the 
Council of Social Agencies, Presi- 
dent and board member of the Le- 
high Valley Guidance Clinic, served 
on the Disaster Relief Committee of 
the local Red Cross, and is a mem- 
ber of the board of the Foreign 
Policy Association. She has been 
active for years in the work of her 
church, Trinity Episcopal. 

The many librarians who have 
trained under her guidance and 
gone on to important positions in 
other libraries are a tribute to Miss 
Root. Further tribute is the fact 
that the librarian who will be her 
successor, Miss Amy Preston, has 
been her branch librarian for fifteen 
years. And the librarian who will 
fill Miss Preston’s position, Mrs. 
Virginia B. Helms, also began her 
career under Miss Root’s experi- 
enced hand. 

Although she was born in Lan- 
caster County and moved to York 
in childhood, Miss Root plans to 
continue to live in Bethlehem after 
her retirement. With her love of 
books, music, and travel, and with 
her many friends in Bethlehem and 
the State, it is certain that “Har- 
riet” will continue to be as busy as 
ever. 


ELizABETH HouGH SECHRIST 
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Pittsburgh Public Schools 


DIvIsION OF SCHOOL LIBRARY 
SERVICES 


The Division of School Library 
Services of the Pittsburgh Public 
Schools has recently printed three 
lists in a Reading for Background 
series. They are planned as a 
challenge to the superior reader in 
elementary, junior, and senior high 
schools. Many boys and girls have 
become interested in checking the 
books they have already read and 


in trying others on the list. The 
first of the series is reprinted below, 
Agnes Krarup, Director of School 
Libraries in Pittsburgh, says that any 
library desiring to have it dupli- 
cated for use with children is free to 
do so. 


Please include an acknowledg 
ment that the list was compiled by 
the Section on School Library Ser- 


vices of the Pittsburgh Public 
Schools. 
* * * 


Some Books You Should Know When 
You Leave the Sixth Grade 


GODS AND HEROES 


Stories of the Gods and Heroes........ Benson 
Pn the: Daye Gf GiGites. cc cccccercmecn cd Brown 
Roland the Warriot...........- Collier and Eaton 
Chiicren of Gin 3:53 Colum 
HOR AGG Sao icons ce ree od Coolidge 
Cirettic the Strone <n cick ck French 
a es Hawthorne 
Book of Nature Myths.................... Holbrook 
Eos OF LESTE ee Kingsley 


WONDER TALES 


OO ee eae eee Aesop 
Andersen’s Fairy Tales .................. Andersen 
East O’ the Sun and West 

BBE, OSs; a Asbjornsen 


Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland..Carroll 


Twenty-One Balloons .............22....-- Du Bots 
Tales from Silver Lands................-.+-0--- Finger 
OE Eee eee Grimm 
English Fairy Tales ........................----. Jacobs 
PASS RAE TIONG ccs es Lang 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe..Lewis 
Winter-Telling Stories ......................Marriott 
Nine Tales of Raven .........................-Martin 
BORDOIENS aoe sno 
be GC: ee en ee Pyle 
King of the Golden River................-..- Ruskin 
Rootabaga Stories .................-..........sandburg 
MiGs ec ee Tolkien 
ah EOS White 
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NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN STORIES 






































Waterless Mountain ...........2........------ Armer 
Little Useene Prince osc ac ccc wcsccenncss: Craik 
BROUPIBOT COPUBOE occas cnscccesescoccccccsccsecern Defoe 
Hans Brinker Dodge 
ONS cite cee Estes 
Hitty, Her First Hundred Years............ Field 
Wind in the Willows.....................- Grahame 
PRGIOAOTROASOD acco ciscssscscinccceacaios Holling 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow....................-- Irving 
Rip Van Winkle Irving 
Jungle Book Kipling 
Just So Stories ... Kipling 
Rabbit Hill ....... Lawson 
Story of Dr. Dolittle Lofting 
Pinocchio ......... Lorenzini 
Winnie-the-Pooh Milne 
Kari the Elephant ............. Nic Mukerji 
ip al Eo, 9 iC Travers 
Some Merry Adventures 

OE WO OOO secs Pyle 
Good Master .......... Seredy 
Call It Courage ... Sperry 
Gabriel and the Hour Book................-- Stein 


PEOPLE AND EVENTS 


No Other White Men.......................... Adams 
Caddie Woodlawn i 
Ot ea a |; | ae ee 
They Put Out to Sea 
Matchlock Gun 
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Kit Carson ...... Garst 
ES RRR ee ieee ee eater ete e: Hanson 
Story of the Pennsylvania Dutch.......... Hark 
America’s Ethan Allen Holbrook 
George Washington. ................-------+-+- Judson 
NB aI een oer er tan RE Lenski 
Oe SE Re ee Proudfit 
By Secret Railroad .................. Meadowcroft 
Wind in the Chimney ......................-.-- Meigs 
Prehistoric America ...........-........c..0..200 White 
FOR CURIOUS MINDS 

aAIIINECOEIOD, ogee cscs bcseccocce Batchelor 
Sharp Ears, the Baby Whale..............-- Beaty 
Moon Is a Crystal Baill ....................... Belting 
Siory of Our Calendar .z.........-. Brindze 
Horns and Antlers ............................ Bronson 
Famous Paintings ...............----.---:-s-----0+. Chase 
Conquest of the North and 

SONA MN oo desc cs cascashinancenecsl Owen 

SINGING WORDS 

Book of Americans .............. IRS eee. Benet 


Bridled with Rainbows 
Brewton and Brewton 


Pied Piper of Hamelin .................. Browning 
DONOR WA 5. Sorcerer eed De La Mare 
My Poetry Book .......... Huffard and Others 
bg re eR Richards 
a | a re CT ar Thompson 
Rainbow in the Sky..................- Untermeyer 
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News Notes 


A new library, Barnesboro Public 
Library, opened April 20, 1956. It 
is located in quarters donated by 
the Lewis E. Belcher Post 343, Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars in Barnes- 
boro. Mrs. Rose Lodico and Mrs. 
Richard D. Breen of Barnesboro and 
Mrs. Anthony Fenello and Mrs. 
John P. Lantzy of Spangler have 
been acting librarians. Rev. Father 
Augustine Cestario, pastor of Mt. 
Carmel Church in Barnesboro, is 
chairman of the board of directors 
of the new institution. A group of 
women have formed the Friends of 
the Library to help the staff. Mr. 
Carl W. Hull, librarian of the Cam- 
bria Free Library in Johnstown and 
Miss Edna Lehman of the Ebens- 
burg Library have helped the new 
library get started. 


* * * * 


Charlotte Fleck, formerly assist- 
ant in the State Extension Division, 
is now an assistant in the Staten 
Island Branch of the New York 
Public Library. 


*% % + * 


Miss Harriet Laubach has been 
appointed to the position of refer- 
ence librarian at the University of 


Pittsburgh. 


Miss Lorena Garloch, University 
librarian, announced the appoint- 
ment to become effective Monday, 


March 19. 


Miss Laubach came to Pitt in 
1953 and has been reference assist- 
ant and lecturer in library methods. 


She is a native of Easton, Pa., and 
received the bachelor of arts degree 
at Wilson College and the master 
of library science degree at Carnegie 


Tech. 


Before coming to Pitt, Miss Lau 
bach worked in the industrial rela- 
tions section of Princeton Univer- 
sity and spent a year and a half as 
assistant librarian at the Westing- 
house Corporation’s East Pittsburgh 
plant library. 


* + * * 


The Pennsylvania State Univer- 
sity is offering a workshop in Edu- 
cation for international understand- 
ing this summer (July 2-August 11) 
on economic, educational, cultural, 
political and scientific factors, help- 
ful to an understanding of contem- 
porary world affairs, designed for 
teachers, administrators, community 
leaders and librarians. Each _par- 
ticipant will be assisted in the pre- 
paration of an individual or group 
project in education for interna- 
tional understanding. Outstanding 
authorities will be brought to the 
campus and panel and group dis- 
cussions will be held. The six cre- 
dits earned will be accepted by the 
State Department of Public Instruc- 
tion toward certain requirements 
for teacher education in the social 
sciences. Librarians interested in 
enrolling may apply to the Director 
of Summer Sessions, The Pennsyl- 
vania State University, University 
Park, Pennsylvania. 
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FOR LIBRAR 


Inspire your planning imagination with 
the result of “new thinking” in library 
equipment — TREND library furniture. 


TREND furniture, with its flush con- 
struction, rounded corners and simple 
lines, is designed and built to meet the 
library needs of both today and tomor- 
tow. TREND blends beauty with com- 
fort and durability to achieve livability 
and enduring pleasure. And, TREND 
Color Line Library Tables, with tops 
in eight soft decorator colors, bring a 
new element ...color harmony ... to 
your library interiors. 


© Remington Pland 
A N f PERRY RAN RPORATION 






TREND Color Line 
Square Round Table 
Fe Tale mast mals 
Cherner Chair. 








Above all, the research, testing and 
“know how” embodied in TREND furni- 
ture is the exclusive result of Library 
Bureau’s 75 years of experience — ex- 
perience that can also provide you with 
a wealth of planning information. 


Whether you are building a new 
library, modernizing or expanding an 
existing one, see why librarians and 
library architects the nation over are 
specifying TREND. See TREND furniture 
in Library Bureau’s new furniture cat- 
alog LB709. Write today for your 
FREE copy! 

“439 | Wyoming Avenue, Scranton 3, Fa. eS 
900 Market Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Stanwix at Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
1624 Locust Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

| want a free copy of Library Bureau furniture 

catalog LB709. 
NAME & TITLE 


ADDRESS 


| 








PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NON-PROFIT 

BULLETIN ORGANIZATION 

Mr. LEBANON PUBLIC LIBRARY U. S. POSTAGE 
710 WASHINGTON Roap PAID 


PiTTSBURGH 28, PENNSYLVANIA PERMIT 113 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 











University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, 
Michigan 





in Pichaath October 4th to 6th 
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